
LinkB5 is the data system for Virginia's uni�ed measurement and improvement system,
Virginia Quality Birth to Five (VQB5). LinkB5 collects information about early childhood care
and education (ECCE) to broaden and deepen our understanding of Virginia’s unique needs
and resources. Communities collect and share information about their ECE landscapes, 
creating visibility into the vital network of diverse providers that serve Virginia’s youngest 
learners. LinkB5 is essential to understanding and supporting quality in Virginia’s early 
childhood settings.

Building a strong data system for ECCE depends on accurate and comprehensive inputs. Before LinkB5,
data collection was siloed and inconsistent, making it di�cult to combine data from di�erent provider types, sites,
funding streams, and communities across the state. LinkB5 re�ects a �eld-driven approach to data system
development. Feedback from educators statewide has informed processes and improved the quality of the data. As
LinkB5 gathers and analyzes this information, patterns related to enrollment, the workforce, and quality of care become
visible, and therefore, actionable.
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LinkB5 Linking Virginia’s Birth To 5 Early Childhood  Care and Education Communities
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LinkB5 is a data system that helps providers and policymakers understand Virginia’s 
early childhood care and education landscape
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Note. 2021 counts re�ect participation 9/17/2021.

Growth of LinkB5 (2019-2021) Number of Sites by Type/Sector (2019-2021)
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2,246 classrooms

557 sites
3,325 classrooms

1,050 sites
5,217 classrooms

1,521 sites

Pilot Year 1 (2019)
Pilot Year 2 (2020)
VQB5 Practice Year (2021)

Family Day Homes Public Schools Centers

LinkB5.virginia.edu

•   All site types increased by at least 77% from 2019 to 2020.
•   From 2020 to 2021, centers increased by 67%, public schools by 22%, and family day homes by 41%. 
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Communities of providers actively engaged with LinkB5 by entering data and o�ering feedback on the data system. 
Their engagement has allowed LinkB5 to expand rapidly across the state.

All site types, including child care centers (centers), preschool programs in public schools (public schools), and
family or home-based providers (family day homes), contributed to increased participation. These programs
provided information about funding sources, quality inputs and measurements, enrollment, and the teacher
workforce that will help leaders plan a stronger ECCE system for Virginia families.

LinkB5 2022 Expansion



Linking Virginia’s Birth To 5 Early Childhood  Care and Education Communities

LinkB5

LinkB5 is funded by the Preschool Development Grant Birth-5, and implemented by the Center for the Advanced Study of Teaching and 
Learning (CASTL) at the University of Virginia in partnership with the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), the Virginia Early Childhood 
Foundation (VECF), and early educators across the Commonwealth.

LinkB5.virginia.edu

The evolution of LinkB5 has been guided by strong relationships 
across many levels of the ECCE landscape. Community
leads, site directors, teachers, aides, and family day home
providers have engaged in outreach and partnership
activities related to LinkB5. In turn, the LinkB5 team has been 
able to build on those community relationships to understand 
and support providers' use of LinkB5. These relationships, paired 
with ongoing feedback loops, have informed the strategies that 
have been e�ective for reaching high levels of enagement across 
many sectors, communities, and partners.

As LinkB5 grows to support statewide implementation of a
ECCE system, outreach e�orts focus on strengthening and
growing these relationships across all publicly funded sites in the 
Commonwealth.
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Quality Data Supports VQB5 Initiative

•   In 2019, 96% of registered classrooms shared information about the quality of children’s experiences and interactions with 
their teachers, as rated by an observational measure of classroom quality (CLASS®). 

•   In 2020, despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the majority of registered classrooms (67%) were able to collect and 
share CLASS® data.

•   In 2020, 89% of sites shared information about their use of curricula.
•   In 2021, 100% of participating sites are required to enter information including CLASS®observations and curricula data.

The LinkB5 data system supports Virginia’s Uni�ed Measurement and Improvement
System, called VQB5. LinkB5 collects program information related to teaching and
learning, speci�cally teacher-child interactions and curricula use. This enables
Virginia to use actual classroom data as it designs and scales VQB5 statewide in the
Practice Years (2021-2022 school years). For example, providers have successfully
shared the following types of information:

By 2023, every publicly funded birth-to-�ve site in Virginia will enter data as part of their participation in VQB5. VQB5 is the
result of continous learning and evolution throughout the early years of LinkB5. Thanks to the collaboration from
communities and LinkB5 partners (the University of Virginia, the Virginia Department of Education, and the Virginia Early
Childhood Foundation), VQB5 is positioned to support strategic initiatives across the Commonwealth to improve quality
and result in improved and more equitable school readiness for children.

VQB5 measures the quality of
infant, toddler, and preschool
teaching and learning in 
publicly funded programs

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/early-childhood/build-unified-early-childhood-system/index.shtml

